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Brad—
I will call you regarding this recent development

-Jan

Please contact the Fax operator at (202) 429-7330 if you do not receive this
facsimile message in its entirety. Thank you.

Operator Date: Time:
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February 12,1997

The Honorable Ray B. LaHood
U.S. House of Representative!
329 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, IXC. 20515

Dear Colleague: .

Thif respond* to your letter of February 11. 1997, signed in your capacity w Co-
ChaiTroan of the Bipartisan Retreat Planning Committee, regarding tbe Bipartisan Congressional
Retreat, which will take place in Kershey. Pennsylvania on March 7-9, 1997. An identical
response U being seat to Representative Skaggs, who co-signed the leuer in hi* capacity n
Retreat Committee Co-Chairman.

A* described in your letter and in conversation* between your representatives and
Committee counsel, the Retreat Committee has invited Members and their families to the retreat
and offered to pay the cost of their transportation, lodging and meals. Those coats will be paid
with a grant from the Pew Charitable Trusts, which is being administered by Tbe Aspen
Institute. The balance of the costs are to be paid through attendance fees charged to the
Attendees*

Your letter (1) requests that the Committee gram a waiver of the gift rule (House Rule
51) to allow each participating Member to accept, from the Retreat Committee, travel expenses
for the retreat tor all of (he members of his or her immediate family, and (2) inquires whether

'if •[ a Member may use campaign funds (a) 10 tramport his or her famUy fro^
A 3 for tbe trip to Hershey. or directly to Hershey, and return, or (b) to pay the attendance fees.

Regarding your request for a waiver, as your letter notes, the gift rule provides that a
Member travelling at the expense Of a private source in connection with official (hides is limited
to accepting, hi addition, "travel expenses Incurred on behalf of either (he spouse or a child of
tbe Member* (Clause 2(d)(4)). In view of the purposes of the retreat, as described in your letter,
and the important role that the presence of families is to play in accomplishing those purposes,
a wsiver of toil limitation is appropriate here. Accordingly, the Committee hereby waives the
cited gift rule provision to allow each participating Member to accept, from the Retreat
Committee, travel expenses for the retreat for Ml or her spouse, aa well at any of his or her
minor children.

As to whether Members may use their campaign funds to pay the attendance feet and the
jf ! family travel costs described above, the pertinent provision of the House rules is Rule 43(6).

1 As here relevant, that provision prohibits Members from converting campaign funds to personal
'• } use and requires that campaign foods be used for bona fide campaign or political purposes. In

| view of the purposes of the retreat, and the role whkh the presence of the families is to play in
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accomplishing those purpoees, the Committee's opinion'if Out proposed uwi of campaign ftttds
here in issue would not violate tbic provision, provided that expenditures made in behalf gf
children ate limited to minor children.. However, you also need to consult die Federal Election
Cominiuion oa this matter, as pursuant to the Federal Election Campaign Act, the Commission
alio has Jurisdiction over it,

If you have any flutter question, plesse contact the Committee's Office of Advice and
Education ai ^»T*tnjipn 5-?7fl7, * • vt— • ••"

Sincerely,

James V,
Chairman

toward L. Be&nan
Democratic Member
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